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Prince Philip in the passenger seat of an XK SS
in Lindley Warwickshire 1957. The prince met
with Norman Dewis, chief Jaguar test driver.

MAY 2021

Forthcoming Events
May 6 Chassis Register Lunch at Karalee Tavern 12pm. Please call Lloyd
May 10 JDCQ Committee Meeting
May 12 Monocoque Register Lunch Robin Todd 46648509
May 16 Mary Valley Rattler
May 23 Mac’s Bridge see flyer
November 13-14 Overnight stay in Warwick. Train trip Warwick to Clifton and return for dinner in an
Irish bar 5pm—9.30pm. Very limited rooms with undercover car parking. Please register your interest
early. Phil/Ruth philruth@gmail.com or 0412187130
November 28 Christmas Party at Wynnum Manly Leagues Club

Purist vs Modifier. I think these guys are firmly in the modifier camp. A
custom golf buggy and a 1956 Jaguar Aerodyne Streamliner Coupe.

Jaguar Display Day HELP
Sunday 23 May
Mac’s Bridge
7am start
General Display

Mac’s
Bridge
Flyer

Four volunteers with knowledge of Jaguar marques are required to help with the car
position layout for the show. Share your Jag knowledge and learn a bit more.
Stay on! Bang on about your Jags all you like, to anyone and everyone all day.
If you can help please contact Jim Reid. 3388 1229 or 0418 880 865

Meet Returning Member John McGee

who has had a long and interesting involvement with Jaguar. Knows a thing or two..
I have been involved with Jaguars for most of my working life and also in retirement and I am sure
you will be able to work out that this spans quite a few years.
I started serving my 5 year apprenticeship as a Motor Mechanic in Glasgow in 1955/56 and subsequently worked in Jaguar dealerships/distributors in Glasgow, Salisbury (Rhodesia), Durban (S.
Africa), and St Helier (Channel Islands).
These experiences led me to enrol in a teacher training course in London in 1967 and I then
taught Motor Mechanics in further education in England ( 18 months), Malawi (4 years) and Jersey
(2 years) before my wife Margaret and I emigrated to Australia in 1976.
I taught with Queensland TAFE in South Brisbane, Mackay, Rockhampton and Mount Gravatt until
retirement in 2004, except for a brief spell in 1983/84 when we returned to the UK and I worked
again on the shop floor for a Jaguar dealer in Bournemouth.
Along the way I have owned a few Jaguars and Daimlers and inevitably they required various levels of repair/restoration.
I had an XK 150, sold in Durban in 1965, a 3.4 MK II in Malawi, a Sovereign 420 in Jersey, which I
brought to Australia in ’76 and sold in Sydney in ’83.
Returning to Australia in ’84, I brought a moth-eaten 1975 XJ6 Sovereign Coupe and an XK150
FHC requiring a total rebuild. I restored the XJ6 and sold it in Mackay in ’92 before moving to
Brisbane. I believe it may now be in Canberra.
The XK had to wait a lot longer as I was unable to do much until I retired. I completed its
restoration in 2010/11, but it has had little use due to my varied health.
In late 2018 I purchased another Sovereign 420 from a Hunter Valley club member and this has
kept out of mischief during the Covid crisis.
Its better points were the interior and relatively rot free body but the rest left a lot of work to be
done. I recently completed the mechanical work, the bodywork and re-painting and I have just finished installing air conditioning.
I am joining the club to continue my interest in Jaguars, although it is really a re-join as I was one
of the inaugural members of the Mackay branch of the club in 1979/80 with about 15 members. I
was also a member of the Jaguar club in the UK in ‘83/84.
All of my everyday cars have been non-Jaguar as I have always been working on the Jaguars. A
perpetual hobby!
My wife Margaret and myself look forward to participating in club activities as they arise.

Peter Finn

King Edward Park, Glenn Innes.

The Boatmen

Tenterfield Autumn leaves

Lunch at Tenterfield

Robbie Burns night. Sunday

Lunch at Tenterfield

Bob and Suzanne Ausburn. Inverell car collection

Stu and Wendy Gross
Celtic Pipe Band

Above: Lloyd and Bob in 1912 Baker Electric Below: Queen of the Celts, Lucy.

Framed

Bob’s 25 car collection. Next project is a complete
but neglected XK140 for a friend.
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Reminder !
To those who came on the Spirit Whale Watching Gold Coast
trip with the Brisbane Register in October 2020!
As we saw no whales on the day we were promised another
free trip by Spirit Whale Watching which had to be taken by the 31st
July 2021. The season is May to November so you will need to take
up this offer soon.
Hopefully you emailed Spirt Whale Watching after the trip when requested by the crew on the day, or again as mentioned in the November Cat Chat, Spirit should have returned an email which we were to
use when booking your free trip. info@spiritwhalewatching.com.au
5572 7755.

